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our attainments, and the happiness of life is better s6-
cured by the ignorance of vice, than by the knowledge of
virtue.

The fallacy by which such reasoners have imposed upon
themselves, seems to arise from the comparison which they
make, not between two men equally inclined to apply the
means of happiness in their power to the end for which
providence conferred them, but furnished in unequal pro-
portions with the means of happiness, which is the true
state of savage and polished nations; but between two men,
of which he to whom providence has been most bountiful,
destroys the blessings by negligence or obstinate misuse;
while the other, steady, diligent, and virtuous, employs his
abilities and conveniences to their proper end. The ques-
tion- is not, whether a good Indian or bad Englishman be
most happy; but, which state is most desirable, supposing
virtue and reason the same in both.

Nor is this the only mistake which is generally admitted
in this controversy, for these reasoners frequently confound
innocence with the mere incapacity of guilt. He that
never saw, or heard, or thought of strong liquors, cannot be
proposed as a pattern of sobriety.

This land was named, by Drake, Albion, from its white
cliffs, in which it bore some resemblance to his native
country; and the whole history of the resignation of it to
the English was engraven on a piece of brass, then nailed
on a post, and fixed up before their departure, which being
now discovered by the people to be near at hand, they could
not forbear perpetual lamentations. When the English,
on the 23rd of July, weighed anchor, they saw them
climbing to the tops of hills, that they might keep them in
sight, and observed fires lighted up in many parts of
the country, on which, as they supposed, sacrifices were
offered.

Near this harbour they touched at some islands, frhere
they found great numbers of seals; and, despairing now
to find any passage through the northern parts, he, after a
general consultation, determined to steer away to the